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Ý  Annual General Meeting 

¶ New executive elected 
 

Ý  FCCFS goes to China 

¶ Several reports by 
participants 

 

Ý  40th Anniversary of 
Canada-China Diplomatic 
Relations 

¶ Film Festival 

¶ Canada-China 
Relations Conference 

¶ Cultural Dialogue 
Conference 

¶ Beijing Friendship 
Dance Company 
Comes to Ottawa 

 

Ý  CCFS Ottawa Events 

¶ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ¢ǊŀŘŜ 
Corridor with China 

¶ Economic 
Development in China  

¶ Filmmaking in China 

¶ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Influence   

Canadian Friendship 
Delegation Goes To China  

In this Issue:  

Oh Canada!! Jordan Birenbaum, CCFS Ottawa Executive member, promotes Canada 
China friendship in Nanchang, Jiangxi province, China.  

Acknowledgements:  

Canada-China Friendship Society® 

Ottawa Chapter.  Founded 1976. Section dôOttawa.  Depuis 1976. 

La Soci®t® dôamiti® Canada-Chine 
| 

2011 ï No. 1  

ISSN 1496-6816 



Canada-China Friendship SocietyðOttawa 
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Chinese porcelain was imported to 
Fortress Louisberg in the 18th century  

Canada will capi-

talize on Chinaôs 

economic boom by 

upgrading our west 

coast transporta-

tion network, John 

Higginbotham told 

a CCFS Ottawa 

audience in June. 

 

 

Higginbotham, an official of the De-

partment of Foreign Affairs and Inter-

national Trade, explained that British 

Columbiaôs ports and airports are the 

closest North American transporta-

tion hubs to the booming economies 

of Asia.   

 

The Asia-Pacific Gateway and Corri-

dor Initiative, into which the Federal 

government has invested over $1 bil-

lion, is a joint federal-provincial-

private sector project which is im-

proving Canadaôs air, rail, marine and 

road transport systems. 

 

Canada aims to become the main 

transportation hub between Asia and 

North America, not only for Cana-

dian, Chinese and other Asian pro-

ducers but also for US producers 

looking for a fast and economical 

route, concluded Mr. Higginbotham.ǅ 

Canada China 
trade over 200 
years old  
 

Over 200 years ago British and 

French trading companies brought 

Chinese goods including porcelain, to 

Canada, a specialist told a CCFS-

Ottawa event in September. Ron 

Whate, Parks Canada (ret), Ottawa 

archaeologist and ceramicist, and spe-

cialist in Chinese and Japanese 

pointed to the important collection of 

Chinese porcelain at Fortress Louis-

bourg in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia.  

There a decade ago a Parks Canada-

supported project was launched in 

collaboration with Chinese potters 

from Jingdezhen, Jiangxi, the historic 

porcelain capital of China, to repro-

duce the porcelains found in archaeo-

logical excavations at Louisbourg.  

Mr. Whate played a key role in this 

interesting project. ǅ 
John 

Higginbotham  

Map of Railways and Infrastructure Upgrades as part of Canadaôs ñAsia-Pacific 
Gateway and Corridor Initiativeò 
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Canadian air and sea ports aim to 
become key link between Asia and 
North America ðDFAIT Official  

SEPTEMBER 2010  

JUNE 2010  
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BY JENNIFER  CAMPBELL  

 

ñWhere in the world is China?ò 

China scholar Paul Evans posed that 

question at Monday's meeting of the 

Canada-China Friendship Society of 

Ottawa. Evans is director of the Insti-

tute of Asian Research at the Univer-

sity of British Columbia's Liu Insti-

tute for Global Issues. 

 

Evans said that today, 

policy makers around 

the world have to be 

concerned with what 

Beijing will do next. 

"What do the Chinese 

think about the 

United Nations? 

What do the Chinese 

think about human 

security and conflict in Darfur, 

Burma and Thailand today? What 

does China think about the applica-

tion of concepts such as human rights 

and democracy in some of the ways 

we're familiar with in the West?" 

 

Evans said Canada has to understand 

that the values we hold as universal 

are not necessarily also seen as uni-

versal by China. 

 

"The assumption was that in due 

course, if we played our cards right, 

China would come around," Evans 

said. "I'm not sure that's the outcome. 

There will be experimentation with 

human rights and social justice in 

China, with democratic forms, but 

what's likely to emerge isn't identical 

to what we know. 

 

"The challenge now of understanding 

China is more important than ever, 

but it's also more difficult. China is 

no longer a rule taker, it's become a 

rule maker." ǅ 

Chinese Film Mak-
ing Draws a Crowd  
 

At the Annual General Meeting of the 

CCFS-Ottawa, Peter Rist from the 

School of Cinema, Concordia Univer-

sity, spoke to as many as 70 people 

on Film Making in China Since the 

1980s.  Dr. Rist focused on those 

movies by directors of the 5th and 6th 

generations of graduates from film 

school in Beijing who made films 

using Chinese landscape.  While 

showing clips of several films, he ex-

plained how these filmmakers were 

interested in different aspects of the 

image and how accomplished they 

were in their work. ǅ 

Paul Evans  

Chinaôs Economic 
Development  
 

China was the largest economy in the 

world until the 1880s when the USA 

surpassed it according to Dr. Nailin 

Bu of Queenôs Uni-

versity School of 

Business speaking to 

a CCFS-Ottawa au-

dience on April 29. 

 

Dr. Bu, a graduate of 

Shanghaiôs Fudan University and 

Canadaôs UBC addressed timely is-

sues in her richly illustrated talk, such 

as a growth plateau for China (several 

decades away in her view), the 

changing composition of Chinaôs ex-

ports, a booming growth of young 

professionals, Chinaôs burgeoning 

green initiatives, success factors for 

western business in China, and will 

western multinational corporations be 

able to profit from the enormous op-

portunities in China.   She also cited 

the international reach of Chinese 

companies such as Huawei (an exam-

ple is the recent early November 

agreement between Huawei and On-

tario for Huawei to spend $67million 

to expand its telecommunications 

R&D presence in Ottawa).  Dr. Bu 

also spoke about the increased invest-

ment in Chinaôs western and central 

regions, and the impact of the world 

financial crisis on China. ǅ 

Four Months Later:  
 

China passes Japan 
as the  No. 2 

Economy  
 

Tokyo ð THE ASSOCIATED PRESS  

MONDAY, AUG. 16, 2010  

 

Japan lost its place as the 

world's No. 2 economy to China 

in the second quarter as 

receding global growth sapped 

momentum and stunted a shaky 

r e c o v e r y .  T h e  f i g u r e s 

underscore China's emergence 

as an economic power that is 

changing everything from the 

global balance of military and 

financial power to how cars are 

designed. It is already the 

biggest exporter, auto buyer 

and steel producer, and its 

global influence is expanding. ǅ 

Dr. Nailin Bu  

APRIL 2010  
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China is closer than we think  
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 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF CANADA -CHINA DIPLOM ATIC RELATIONS  

The Fairmont Chateau Laurier in Ot-

tawa was the site for the October 13 -

14 2nd Canada China Cultural Dia-

logue organized by the Canadian 

Fund for International Understanding 

Through Culture in collaboration 

with The Chinese Peopleôs Associa-

tion for Friendship with Foreign 

Countries and the Canadian Museums 

Association.  Opening session speak-

ers included Chinese Ambassador to 

Canada Lan Lijun, Dr. Nelly Ng, 

Chair of the CFIUTC  and Mr. Qing 

Boming, Deputy Director General of 

CPAFFC.  ǅ  

CCFS-Ottawa members Lorraine Farkas, James Steele, Gilliane Lapointe, Lolan 
Merklinger, Shiyou Li, and Sadie Yang (not pictured) attended the Cultural Dia-
logue Conference as special invitees.  
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2
nd 

Canada-China Cultural Dialogue Conference  

CCFS President Lorraine Farkas chats 
with Chinese President Hu Jintao, 
Ambasssador Lan Lijun looks on.  

DIPLOMATIC COMINGS A ND GOINGS  

President Hu Jintao was the guest of 

honour at a state luncheon given by 

Governor General Michaelle Jean on 

June 24, 2010. Among the 65 guests, 

including university presidents, poli-

ticians, professors, heads of not-for-

profit organizations and business 

leaders was Lorraine Farkas, Presi-

dent of the CCFS- Ottawa.  President 

Hu noted that this was his second 

time visiting Canada.ǅ 

Ambassador 
Lan Lijun takes 
up new post  
 

The CCFS is sorry to see Ambassa-

dor Lan Lijun leave after only two 

years in Canada.  We wish him well 

in his next posting in Norway .  We 

are pleased to welcome new Ambas-

sador Mr. Zhang Junsai, arriving 

from his previous posting in Austra-

lia. ǅ 

President Hu Jintao makes 
state visit to Canada  
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On October 15, Dr. 

Norman Bethune 

(1890-1939) was 

inducted into the 

Canadian Science 

and Engineering 

Hall of Fame at the 

Science and Tech-

nology Museum in Ottawa, for his 

work as a surgeon and medical inno-

vator who had an instinctive ability to 

develop new instruments.  While 

working in Montreal, he specialized 

in the treatment of tuberculosis, es-

tablished a free medical clinic for the 

unemployed and formed a group that 

lobbied for socialized medicine.  He 

was known in China for his selfless-

ness and internationalism and for 

fighting inequality.  He died on the 

battlefield treating Chinese soldiers 

who were fighting Japan.ǅ 

Norman 
Bethune 
Inducted 
Into Hall 
of Fame  

 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF CANADA -CHINA DIPLOM ATIC RELATIONS  
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Urtin Duu depicts the return of a 
singer in Beijing to live in her native 
traditional Mongolian village  

First ever Canada -China Film Festival  

Over 700 attended the first Canada-

China Film festival in October. The 

series featured two Canadian films 

plus one short, all produced by the 

National Film Board of Canada, and 

three Chinese feature films.  Some of 

the audience were visibly moved as 

young pianist Yu Xin Ben gave a live 

performance following the showing 

of the NFB film Mr. Merglerôs Gift 

which she had starred in nine years 

ago.  She demonstrated that she had 

indeed received Mr. Merglerôs ñgiftò, 

as she performed ñfrom the heartò.  

The audience was equally impressed 

another evening when Ms. Alastan-

qique, the star of the Chinese film 

Urtin Duu and visiting from China, 

sang live a traditional Mongolian folk 

song.   The series was organized by 

the Department of Foreign Affairs 

and International Trade, the National 

Film Board, the Chinese Embassy, 

the Canada-China Friendship Society 

ï Ottawa, and other organizations.ǅ 

Conference presenters were in 

agreement that the relationship be-

tween the two countries is moving 

to a higher level.  The Conference 

was organized by the China Insti-

tute of the University of Alberta 

and the Department of Foreign Af-

fairs and International Trade Can-

ada, and featured presentations 

mostly from leading academics 

from across the country and former 

diplomats.  Several members of the 

CCFS-Ottawa attended the confer-

ence. 

 

Discussion also focused on how the 

future relationship will be devel-

oped.  In the past Canada has em-

phasized our differences with 

China:  different political systems, 

different values.  To continue to 

build the relationship, some pre-

senters suggested Canada must em-

phasize the common ground and 

mutual respect.  ǅ 

Left to right: Prime minister Stephen 
Harper, Chapter President Lorraine 
Farkas, Ambassador Lan Lijun  

Canada-China Relations Conference  

ñThe strategic partnership between 

Canada and China has never been 

so promisingò, declared Prime 

Minister Harper at the reception of 

the Canada-China Relations Con-

ference held October 13-14.  Ac-

cording to Harper, there have been 

30 ministerial level visits to China 

in the past year, China is the third 

biggest importer of Canadian goods 

and second biggest exporter of 

goods to Canada.   

Dream of the Red 
Chamber  
Among the many other events mark-

ing the 40th anniversary were the bal-

let Dream of the Red Chamber which 

was beautifully performed by the Bei-

jing Friendship Dance Company on 

October 9 at the National Arts Centre, 

and the unveiling of the new China-

town Gateway on Somerset Street on 

October 7.ǅ 

Performance at the NAC  

Bethune statue 
in Montreal's 
Norman Bethune 
Square.  
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FRIENDSHIP FORUM  

Shanghai Today  

DELEGATIONS VISIT SH ANGHAI, AND THEN SPREAD OUT OVER CHINA  

Two separate CCFS Delegations, 
totalling 15 people, took exciting 
and interesting trips to China in 
September. Both delegations vis-
ited Shanghai, where they took in 
Expo 2010, including the Cana-
dian and Chinese pavilions and 
were impressed by Shanghaiôs 
phenomenal growth and modern 
skyscrapers.  
 
The first delegation, led by Fed-
eration President Fred Drewe of 
Winnipeg, consisted of CCFS 
members from Victoria, Calgary, 
Winnipeg, Ottawa and Toronto.  
 
A second delegation, which ar-
rived a few days later, was led by 
our own Lolan Merklinger, and 
also consisted of many old 
friends of China.  

After visiting Shanghai, each 
delegations then set off in differ-
ent directions. The Drewe dele-
gation headed south west to Ji-
angx i  p rov ince ,  v i s i t i ng 
Nanchang, and a model ecologi-
cal city before heading on to 
Mount Lushan and Jingdezhen, 
Chinaôs porcelain capital. 
 
The Merklinger group, on the 
other hand headed west and then 
north to Jiangsu province, visit-
ing Nanjing, and Wuxi among 
other places.  
On these four pages are a few 
articles submitted by different 
members of the delegations. 
Many of the delegates even 
stayed on after the tours were 
over, visiting such places as Bei-
jing, Chengdu, and Mongolia. ǅ 
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