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address by Acting CCFS-Ottawa President, 

Lorraine Farkas. 

 

ñCanada and China have now had diplo-

matic relations for 40 yearsò, noted Farkas, 

ñOver all those years, our Society and the 

other friendship societies in Canada have 

played a big role in building awareness and 

understanding in Canada about China.  We 

The Tiger came roaring in at the Annual 

CCFS-Ottawa New Yearôs Banquet on 

February 21, as over 170 guests from all 

across Ottawa came together to have fun 

and renew old acquaintances at the Man-

darin Ogilvie Restaurant. 

 

The evening got off to a smooth start with 

some lovely Chinese zither music played 

by Zhiqi Ye, followed by a welcoming 
Continued on page 4 
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As the Shanghai World Expo opens in May of this year, 

Canadaôs delegation will be led by an Ottawa native - 

Mark Rowswell. Rowswell (known in China as 

ñDashanò) is perhaps the most famous Western per-

former in China. He occupies a unique position as a for-

eigner who has become a bona fide domestic celebrity 

with an amazing fluency in the Chinese language that 

even leaves Chinese speakers stunned. 

 

ñExpo 2010 provides a valuable opportu-

nity for Canada to advance its foreign 

and trade policy goals and strengthen 

economic, diplomatic, and cultural ties 

with China,ò said Minister Cannon. ñAs 

Commissioner General for Canadaôs par-

ticipation at Expo 2010, Mark Rowswell 

will be our countryôs official representa-

tive, promote Canada to China, and wel-

come guests to our pavilion.ò Expo 2010 

is expected to be the biggest exposition 

ever, with more than 230 countries and 

organizations participating.ò 

 

The Government of Canada expects be-

tween 5 and 5.5 million visitors to the 

Ottawa native at Shanghai Expo  
ñDashanò to head Canada Pavilion  

Canada Pavilion: 30 000 per day. With the assistance of 

Cirque du Soleil, Canada has created a stunning pavilion 

that will be the jewel of Expo 2010 and an excellent 

showcase for Canadaôs theme ñThe Living City: inclu-

sive, sustainable, creative.ò 

  

ñThe objective is to make the Canada Pavilion the desti-

nation of choice at this Expoò, noted Minister Cannon. 

Our participation will also include a spectacular and ex-

tensive cultural program that will showcase Canadian 

artists and performers from a wide range of disciplines.ǅ 

(l to r) Canada's Consul General in Shanghai, Nadir Patel; Mark Rowswell 
("Dashan"); Canada's Foreign Minister, Lawrence Cannon; China's Com-
missioner General for Shanghai Expo 2010, Hua Junduo  

was the first in Canada of the China 

Broadcasting Chinese Orchestra, 

which was founded in 1953.  The or-

chestra played mostly Chinese pieces, 

including the wonderful Northwest 

Suite by well-known contemporary 

composer Tan Dun.  It also played a 

Mozart Serenade and the Strauss Piz-

zicato Polka. 

 

The concert was preceded by a VIP 

reception hosted by the Chinese Em-

bassy and the Department of Foreign 

Affairs in celebration of the 40th anni-

Close to 100 talented musicians per-

forming with over 30 different tradi-

tional Chinese instruments presented 

a spectacular symphonic concert at 

the Chinese Spring Festival Gala.  

The performance, which took place at 

the National Arts Centre on March 8, 

by Lorraine Farkas 

Chinaôs premier 
orchestra performs at 
NAC Spring Festival 
Gala 

versary of the establishment of diplo-

matic ties between Canada and 

China.  A host of interesting speak-

ers, including Hon. Stockwell Day, 

Minister for the Asia-Pacific Gate-

way, talked about the long relation-

ship between the two countries. Ward 

Wisensel, COO of the Canadian 

Wheat Board, recalled the first wheat 

sales to the Peopleôs Republic of 

China in the early 1960s.  These im-

portant sales led the way to the later 

establishment of diplomatic ties.ǅ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China

