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ciples of Chinaôs energy policy are: 

¶ to quadruple the GDP, 

¶ promote scientific development of en-

ergy, 

¶ promote energy conservation as a óbasic 

policyô, 

¶ improve coal use efficiency, 

¶ ensure oil supplies from domestic and 

foreign sources, 

¶ move away from coal use, 

¶ develop renewable energy sources, and 

¶ develop energy efficiency. 

 

Dr. Constantin referred to Chinaôs Renew-

Promoting energy conservation is a ñbasic 

principleò of Chinaôs energy policy ac-

cording to Professor Christian Constantin. 

 

A specialist on the Chinese state and its 

policy-making process, Professor Con-

stantin teaches at the University of Ot-

tawaôs Graduate School of International 

and Public Affairs. 

 

At a CCFS-Ottawa seminar in November, 

Professor Constantin told approximately 

50 members and guests that the key prin-

Continued on page 3 

Rizhao, a coastal city of nearly three million in northern China, was recognized by the United 
Nations as one of the worldôs most habitable cities in 2009. 99 percent of households use solar 
water heaters, and most traffic signals, street and park lights are powered by photovoltaic (PV) 
solar cells. In total, the city has over a half-million square meters of solar water heating panels. 
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EDITORIAL  

Canadaôs Back!! 
 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper's visit 

to China did not capture the world's 

attention, much less imagination. But 

its immediate deliverables ï Ap-

proved Destination Status for Chinese 

tourists to Canada and the lifting of a 

ban on Canadian pork products ï are 

welcome developments after 4 years 

of frigid relations between our two 

countries. 

 

As commentator Paul Evans, director 

of the Institute of Asian Research at 

the University of British Columbia 

noted, ñThe real significance is that it 

happened at all and without serious 

disaster. It closed the chapter on "cool 

politics, warm economics" and re-

opened the engagement strategy of 

previous Canadian governments.ò   

With Harper's policy reversal, Canada 

is now back on the track that Jean 

Chretien had initiated and which Paul 

Martin aspired to push forward when 

he and President Hu Jintao pro-

claimed a "strategic partnership" in 

2005: The CCFS-Ottawa welcomes 

this development. ǅ 

Canada's Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, left, meets 
Chinese President Hu Jintao at 
the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009 

Most of my tenure (March 2005 to 

November 2009) as president of the 

Ottawa chapter overlapped with my 

being president of the Federation of 

C a n a d a  C h i n a  F r i e n d s h i p 

Association.   

 

At the start, both levels inherited 

some organizational problems.  For 

CCFS-Ottawa there were some 

urgent administrative projects. 

Registering a legal trademark of our 

Societyôs name and logo, bringing 

about of a new Constitution 

(amending that of 1982), and 

launching a chapter website - all three 

accomplished in 2006 - helped to 

strengthen the Society.  The fifteen 

newsletters released under editors 

Ken Merklinger and Peter Larson, 

and webmaster Steve Hagopianôs 

efforts provided useful dissemination 

vehicles for the organization.  An 

expanded executive committee 

functioning with greater transparency 

now welcomes and encourages 

membersô input on program 

activities. 

 

CCFS-Ottawaôs 30th anniversary was 

celebrated at its 2006 Chinese New 

Year banquet attended by then 

Chinese Ambassador Lu Shumin and 

CCFS's first president Dr. Peter 

Larson and his wife, both founding 

members'.  The diversity of interests 

that Canadians exhibit toward China 

were demonstrated by the 34 different 

guest speaker presentations at our 

events since spring 2005 and held in 

prestigious cost-free venues. 

 

We also received a good number of 

PRC delegations from across China 

and helped arrange their Canadian 

visit programs. This was very useful 

in raising the Societyôs in-China 

profile.  Ottawaôs delegates also 

contributed in major ways to the 

Chinese Association-organized 

friendship meetings in China. I had 

the pleasure of leading two such 

delegations, in 2005 and 2006, at the 

invitation of the Chinese Peopleôs 

Association for Friendship with 

Foreign Countries.  

 

Through our executive we have built 

good co-operation with Chinese 

community organizations such as 

when our members act ively 

participated in the 2007 Sichuan 

earthquake relief effort.  We have 

fostered cordial relations with the 

Chinese Embassy and the Chinese 

ambassadorial presence at our New 

Year banquets has enhanced the 

appeal of this annual event.  

Meanwhile, the broader Canada 

China relations context has changed 

in ways since 2005 that bode well for 

the activities of the Society.  We have 

gone from a hesitant government 

disposition to the Peopleôs Republic 

of China to a renewed and 

reinvigorated mutual relationship at 

the government levels.  These signs 

cannot but augur well for CCFS-

Ottawaôs work of promoting 

friendship between the peoples of 

Canada and China and better 

understanding of Chinese society and 

culture.   

 

I extend heartfelt thanks to all CCFS 

(Ottawa) members and to its 

executive committee for their 

steadfast support of me toward 

attaining our goal during my tenure.ǅ 
 

 

 

BY LOLAN MERKLINGER 

Some Reflections on Four Years as President of 

the CCFS-Ottawa (2005-2009) 
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CCFS-OTTAWA EXECUTIV E 

A new CCFS executive was elected 

at the Societyôs Annual General 

Meeting on November 26th, 2009. 

 

The annual reports by Treasurer Shi-

you Li and outgoing President Lolan 

Merklinger, were followed by the 

election of officers to the executive 

committee, presided over by election 

chair Elayne van Snellenberg. 

 

The new executive has two new 

faces, André Laliberté, and Sadie 

Xinxin Yang. They replace John Hil-

liker and Andrée Chenard who 

stepped down.  At the close of the 

business meeting, Vice-president 

Executive line-up for 2010 
Under the CCFS-Ottawa constitution, the 

members elect the executive at the An-

nual General Meeting and the newly 

elected executive decides how to allocate 

responsibilities amongst its members. At 

its first meeting on December 5, the new 

executive decided the various membersô 

responsibilities as listed.  The new Acting 

President, Lorraine Farkas, joined the ex-

ecutive in 2008 and was a key organizer 

of the successful New Yearôs Banquet 

last February.  She was a founding mem-

ber of the Ottawa Chapter in 1976.ǅ 

Acting President Lorraine Farkas  

Vice President Gilliane Lapointe  

Treasurer  Shiyou Li  

Secretary  James Steele  

Membership Coordinator  Huixin Yang  

Program Coordinator André Laliberté  

Program Associate  Jordan Birenbaum  

Chinese Community Liaison  Yongzhi Wang  

Banquet and Reception Coordinator  Mary Lee  

Associate Banquet and Events Coordinator   Sadie Xinxin Yang   

Immediate Past President  Lolan W. Merklinger   
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Gilliane Lapointe thanked Lolan 

Merklinger for her strong leadership 

and dedication as president for the 

last four years and eight months. 

 

The business meeting was followed 

by the screening of a CCTV English 

version documentary film A retro-

spective of Chinese National Day 

celebrations over 60 years. 

 

There were over 50 members and 

guests, including First Secretary 

(Cultural) Madame Zhang Haiyun 

and a number of other observers from 

the Chinese Embassy. ǅ 
Gilliane Lapointe thanks Lolan Merklin-
ger for her leadership and commitment 
during almost five years as President 

CCFS-Ottawa Elects 

New Executive 

able Energy Law, adopted in 2005.  

One of its goals is for China to be-

come a world leader in solar energy 

use. 

 

He noted that 70% of Chinaôs elec-

tricity is currently derived from coal, 

and that oil, gas, hydro, nuclear and 

renewables contribute the remainder 

of Chinaôs electricity; with its rural 

lenges for Canada, Professor Con-

stantin noted that Canada remains 

reluctant with respect to Chinese in-

vestment in our oil and gas sector. 

 

Following the presentation, Professor 

Constantin fielded a great many ques-

tions from the attentive audience 

which included university students 

and faculty, representatives from the 

Chinese Embassyôs offices of cultural 

affairs and the defence attaché.  Dr. 

James Steele extended thanks on be-

half of the highly appreciative audi-

ence.ǅ 

countryside using largely biomass.  

As Chinaôs oil production is stable, 

its consumption is growing, leading 

to a major effort by China to acquire 

oilfields in other countries. 

 

An overall energy-climate challenge 

lies in the worldôs carbon dioxide 

emissions.  Dr. Constantin noted in 

passing, that while not aimed at this, 

Chinaôs one-child policy has had the 

effect of containing the growth of per 

capita emissions. 

 

In terms of opportunities and chal-

ENERGY POLICY 

BY DR. LOLAN MERKLINGER 

China Faces its Energy 

Challenges 

Continued from page 1 
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In this issue, we have two letters from China. 

 

 The first is an exchange of letters between 

newsletter editor Peter Larson and Sun Ping, a 

21 year old Chinese student at Qufu Normal 

University. Peter and his wife Lorraine (now 

acting CCFS (Ottawa) president, met Sun 

Ping while on a CCFS tour to China in 

November 2008. He asked her to submit an 

article on how her university was celebrating 

China's 60th anniversary. The exchange 

between the two of them was interesting. 

 

The second is a letter to CCFS (Ottawa) 

members from Andree Chenard who was a 

member of our executive last year. She is now 

studying in China. 

LETTERS FROM CHINA  

CCFS inaugurated its 2009-2010 year 

of activities on September 17 with a 

fascinating presentation of Tai Ji 

Quan (also known as ñTai Chiò) by 

Loic Gouadec. Mr. Gouadec has been 

practicing Tai Ji Quan for almost 

thirty years and teaching it at the Ot-

The practice of Tai Ji Quan, accord-

ing to Mr. Gouadec, helps achieve the 

right balance of negative and positive 

energies (Yin and Yang) and, in so 

doing, brings about a state of mental 

calm, clarity and relaxation which is 

propitious to good health.  

 

Mr. Gouadec demonstrated sev-

eral movements first as slow exer-

cises and later at a faster pace. He 

also gave a spectacular demonstration 

of movements with swords as well as 

a fan.  

 

Finally, he encouraged members of 

the audience to follow him in practic-

ing what is known as the short series 

of Yang movements. It was a lot of 

fun to see the majority of the audi-

ence (see photo) get up and try their 

first (for most people) Tai Ji Quan 

lesson.  The presentation was a big 

success and we have heard that some 

of the people present that evening 

have since begun attending regular 

Tai Ji Quan classes.ǅ 

tawa School of Dance for eight years. 

 

After a short introduction to the his-

tory of Chinese martial arts, Mr. 

Gouadec explained how Tai Ji 

Quan (which translates as "supreme 

ultimate fist") evolved centuries ago 

and is rooted in fundamental princi-

ples of Chinese medicine and phi-

losophy. 

ACTIVITIES  

BY GILLIANE  LAPOINTE 

CCFS gets the Groove!! 

Legend for photo: Mr. Loic Gouadec (centre) leads a lively Tai Ji Quan lesson at a 
recent CCFS meeting 
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Left to Right: Sun Ping, Student; Lorraine Farkas, Acting President, CCFS-Ottawa; Professor Feng Zhi, Professor of English at 
Qufu Normal University (and sister of CCFS-Ottawa member Timao Li). 


